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OCTOBER 2018 MEETING MINUTES:
The annual meeting of the Nebraska region AACA was called to order by Myron Smith in Barb’s absence on October
27th at Cars & Coﬀee at the Speedway Museum parking lot.
The main order of business was the election of oﬃcers for 2019. Jim Snyder made a motion to retain the 2018 oﬃcers
for 2019. Tom James seconded, and the motion passed without dissent. This motion was confirmed by those attending a
later meeting later that morning.
The upcoming National Founders Tour was discussed and a tentative schedule was passed around.
Sherrill Echternkamp suggested that next year we hold monthly meeting during the summer months at Cars & Coﬀee.
This idea was received enthusiastically. It was also suggested that we pick an earlier time of day than 11:00
Meeting adjourned.
FOUNDERS TOUR UPDATE:
The National AACA Founders Tour is held annually and is open for AACA members and the car eligibility is from 1932 –
1994. 1994 vehicles became eligible this year as they are now 25 years old. Please check out the tour information
elsewhere in this newsletter. This is considered a hub tour as participants will return to Seward every night.
Plans are progressing for our hosting the tour in June. Our destinations have been established and the lunches have been
arranged. We will have two banquets, one Sunday night June 2nd at the National Guard Museum in Seward and a final
banquet Friday at Living Word Lutheran Church. Our entrance fee also includes 5 mid-day lunches. Living Word
Lutheran Church will serve as our headquarters. Lunches will be provided as follows: Monday-at Catholic Church in
Genoa, Pizza Kitchen of Milford catering; Tuesday-Lied Center Nebraska City; Wednesday-at Homestead National
Monument, Pizza Kitchen of Milford catering; Thursday-at Community Building in Belvidere, Tammy Taylor of the
Acreage in Hubbell catering; Friday-at Speedway Museum with Runza catering. The tour plaques are done which feature
Tony Church’s ’58 Buick Limited. (as is seen on the front of our brochure). Thirteen people have so far made their motel
reservations. They are from Wisconsin, Florida, Oklahoma, Louisiana, Pennsylvania, Mississippi, New Jersey, South
Dakota, Iowa, Georgia, Kentucky, and Ohio.
For our local members only, who may wish to participate in only one or two days we will make accommodations for a
lesser cost. There are 6 potential registrations of people who have participated in all 30 of the previous Founders Tours
or at least 28 of them. We picked up a couple registrations while we were in Philadelphia at the Annual Meeting. We are
limiting the number of registrations to around 50. This is based on the facilities we have for lunches and the number of
motels in Seward.
Please contact Myron if you are able to help with the tour. 402-429-0118 We need help early in the morning before the
group leaves, at the tour destinations and back in Seward as people return. The church will be open early mornings and
late afternoons for participants to gather.
SUMMER MEETINGS:
Sherrill suggested at our October annual meeting to have outdoor monthly gatherings at the Speedway Museum’s “Cars &
Coﬀee” event. This seems like a great idea to us. So, first summer meeting will be at Speedway Motors parking lot May
25th. May 25 will be a great time to go through tour details. How does 9:30 sound to get together? Since the lot is always
full of cars, the only way I can think of to identify ourselves to get together is to pick a site to meet; such as by the trees
in the northeast corner of the parking lot. Other dates are June 29th, July 27th, August 31st, September 28th, and
October 26th.
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CAR MEMORIES OF 2018: from Myron
Realizing that we did not have a very active meeting schedule for 2018, what
did everybody do? If I have missed anyone who participated in any of the
events described below, I sincerely apologize. I was just going with what I
remembered at this writing. Here are some of our car happenings in
photos:
Early in the year we pulled a ’62 Olds Starfire out of a rented garage where
it had spent the last 42 years. Jim Snyder’s “best side” shown on right side of
photo.

My ‘42 Ford also moved from the Holdrege museum to the Kearney Auto
Collection Museum.

The first weekend in June a number of
our members attended Tour Nebraska,
sponsored by the Nebraska Rod &
Custom Association (NRCA). I hope I
don’t miss anyone but members I believe
in attendance included Brad Kernick
(who is also president of NRCA) Kevin
Uhler, Harvey Jecha, Myron & Barb
Smith and Nathan Buss.

The ’61 Rambler was at Back to the ‘50’s
Weekend. BTT50’s is a 12,000 car show
on the Minnesota State Fair Grounds.
Later in June. Not sure who all from our
club was there but we did see Brad
Kernick there too.

Also in June, Pete Bell, and Barb, Nathan Buss & I visited Homestead
National Monument. Look at the clouds in the background – our day was
cut short due to a big thunderstorm that sent us running to keep away from
the storm.
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In 2017 & 2018 member Jerry Vincentini has worked with the SAC Air &
Space Museum to sponsor a car show inside the hangers. Kevin Uhler
displayed his ’63 Buick
Also in July I was honored to have our
’59 El Camino on display for several
weeks at the Museum of American
Speed. Also, I believe it was in July I
took this photo of John MacKichan’s
Model A at “Cars & Coﬀee” which is
also at the Speedway Motors Campus.
Cars & Coﬀee drew several hundred
cars on the last Saturday morning of the
month during summer months.
In August I attended the early Electric car
tour with John Nikodym. It was held in
the Boone IA area. Travels were not very
far as the range for these vehicles is not
great, but there were some great sites to
see. I think my favorite was a hardware
store museum. We also were treated to
rides in an original Yellowstone tour bus
(it wasn’t electrically powered.)
In October John Nikodym, myself and
Ron Adams, from Waterloo IA area
traveled together for the annual
pilgrimage to Hershey. It rained some
show day. Shown is a ’59 Biscayne (not
mine) but I was very impressed with this
original car.
Thanksgiving Day was a good day weather
wise. I had been trying to get our Model T started oﬀ and on all summer.
Finally got it out to drive Thanksgiving Day. Barb has wanted to learn how to
drive it, and both she and Laura got to that day. It did not run well but we had
a good time with it anyway.
----Myron
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LOOKING BACK: from AACA rummage box
I recently read in the Yankton SD newspaper that the NECCO candy company is going out of business. The
NECCO stands for the New England Confectionary Co. They are the makers of the nickel size candy wafers and
had been around for 171 years. They also produced the little valentine hearts with the cute sayings printed on them.
This got me to thinking about other candies from my childhood that I see no more. Things like Walnut Crush,
Chuckles, Butter Brickle. The Walnut crush and Butter Brickle had unique tastes. I know nothing now that tastes
like the Walnut Crush. The Butter Brickle is very similar to today’s Heath Bar. Most of this candy I got came from
Grandma and Grandpa. I especially remember Chuckles which were about 5 little blocks of candy in one wrapper
and resembled larger square gum drops. Grandpa would bring them home from work at Goodyear in his lunch box,
and since he had false teeth, I know he couldn’t eat them.
This really has no bearing on cars other than that I was getting nostalgic about the fun things I enjoyed and took
mostly for granted as a child that I see no more. I remember with fondness the ‘Chevrolet Shows’ which would
occasionally come to town. Sometimes they would be in the city auditorium and sometimes in an inflatable tent
bubble at a shopping center. They were fun and exciting to see the new and special oﬀerings from Chevrolet. The
traveling trucks were even special. I recall the Chevrolet semi-tractor even had whitewall tires and full wheel
covers. Show day for the new cars, whatever the brand was always close to being like Christmas. Dealers would
cover the windows of the dealership the night before ‘show day’ so no one got a peak of the latest oﬀering until it
was show time.
I next got to thinking about what ‘special’ car things we did with Nathan as he grew up. Gone are the Chevy
traveling show and special show day for new cars- were the swap meets we attended exciting enough to see what
treasure could be found a replacement? Or was there some other ‘special event’ we attended like tours and AACA
events we attended a replacement for the things in my memory? I don’t know. The closest thing I can think of
right now is the recent phenomenon of “Cars and Coﬀee.” ----Myron
Ever Heard of the 1947 Chevrolet Cadet? Check out this site: http://www.curbsideclassic.com/blog/the-radicallyadvanced-but-aborted-1947-chevy-cadet-gms-first-deadly-sin/
And: https://jalopnik.com/one-of-the-most-technically-influential-cars-was-this-s-1760884098
The Chevrolet Cadet was a small car with McPherson Strut suspension which looks much like a bathtub Nash
How about the GM prototype Albanita: https://www.motorcities.org/story-of-the-week/2019/the-albanita-was-aforgotten-general-motors-design
This was a GM protype that no aspects ended up in production except possibly it inspired the ’37 Chevrolet grill. It
resembles strongly the Chrysler Air Flow. The article states that Chrysler people used to hang out by the GM
proving grounds in Milford MI. The Albanita so resembled the Air Flow that Chrysler rushed the Air Flow into
production to be ahead of GM. Interesting also is the Chevrolet engine would not fit in the car so it was powered
by a Ford V-8.
CONVERTIBLE WANTED:
A couple late ‘30s convertibles are being requested for the Seward 4th of July parade this year to transport President
Franklin Roosevelt and President Harry Truman. If you have one of them or know someone who does please
contact Jerry at the Nebraska National Guard Museum in Seward at 712-269-1981 (cell).
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CURRENT NEBRASKA REGION OFFICERS:
President:
!

Barb Smith!

!

ph: 402-429-2560!

email: myronsmith@windstream.net

John Nikodym! !

ph: 402-746-2248!

email: nikrcne@gpcom.net

ph: 402-298-5254!!

email: gregerson@spiralfiber.com

ph: 402-762-3866!!

email: lechternkamp@yahoo.com

Vice President:
!

Secretary:
!

Richard Gregerson!

Treasurer:
!

Sherrill Echternkamp!

BOARD MEMBERS:
!

Tony Church!

!

ph: 402-309-3987!

email: sumatrabali@aol.com

!

Kevin Uhler!

!

ph: 402-363-9828!!

email: kuhler@neb.rr.com

!

Nathan Buss!

!

ph: 402-643-3572!!

email: 89.nathan.buss@gmail.com

ATTACHMENTS TO NEWSLETTER:
The following items are attached to the newsletter:
- Rocky Manginelli Memorial Swap Meet flyer - March 3, 2019 - Lincoln, NE
- Tour Nebraska Information - June 1 & 2, 2019 - Kearney, NE
- Back to the 50’s Information - June 21 - 23, 2019 - St. Paul, MN
- Founders Tour Application
- Founders Tour Trifold Brochure

2019 NATIONAL MEET AND TOUR SCHEDULE

!

AACA Annual Meeting! !

!

February 7 - 9!

Winter Nationals!

!

February 21 - 23! !

Ocala, FL

Southeastern Spring Nationals!

!

April 4 - 6!

Charlotte, NC

Southeastern Divisional Tour!

!

April 29 - May 1! !

North Carolina

Annual Grand National! !

!

May 30 - June 1! !

Auburn, IN

Founders Tour! !

!

!

June 2 - June 7!

!

Seward, NE

Eastern Spring Nationals!!

!

June 26 - 29!

!

Parisippany, NJ

Vintage Tour!

!

August 4 - 9!

!

Kingston, Ontario

Revival AAA Glidden Tour!

!

September 22 - 27!

North Carolina

Eastern Fall Nationals!

!

October 9 - 12!

Hershey, PA

Southeastern Fall Nationals!

!

October 23 - 26! !

Mobile, AL

Western Fall Nationals! !

!

November 6 - 9! !

Fallbrook, CA

!

!

!
!

!
!

!

Philadelphia, PA
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